LOUTH LAWN TENNIS CLUB

CONSTITUTION 
1. NAME AND OBJECTS

1.1 The name of the club shall be Louth Lawn Tennis Club

1.2 The purposes of the Club are to promote the amateur sport of tennis in Louth and community participation in the same
2. CONSTITUTION

2.1 The Club is constituted as a non-profit making members club. All surplus income or profits shall be re-invested in the club. In no circumstances during the continuance of the Club, nor at any time after its dissolution, shall any assets or surpluses be distributed to any member or other person nor to any third party or organisation which is not itself either a registered CASC, a registered charity or the Lawn Tennis Association..
2.2 The Club shall maintain affiliation to the Lawn Tennis Association through Lincolnshire Lawn Tennis Association and shall adopt and conform with the Rules of those organisations so far as they can comply.
3. MEMBERSHIP

3.1 Membership – Admission and Termination

3.1.1 Membership of the Club shall be open to anyone interested in the sport on application regardless of sex, age, disability, ethnicity, nationality, sexual orientation, religion or other beliefs. However, limitation of membership according to available facilities is allowable on a non-discriminatory basis. 

3.1.2 The Club may have different classes of membership and subscription on a non-discriminatory and fair basis. The Club will keep subscriptions at levels that will not pose a significant obstacle to people participating.

3.1.3 The Club Committee may refuse membership, or remove it, only for good cause such as conduct or character likely to bring the Club or sport into disrepute. Appeal against refusal or removal may be made to the members

3.2 Playing Year 

The playing year shall commence on 1st April in each year and shall terminate on the 31st March following.

3.3 Subscriptions

3.3.1 The rates of subscription for each class of membership may be fixed at such convenient interval or intervals of time as the Committee shall in their discretion decide in the light of relevant economic circumstances and shall be confirmed yearly at the Annual General Meeting of the Club.

3.3.2 The subscription year shall be the Playing Year. Subscriptions shall be paid on or before 30th April for each year. Any member whose subscription is not paid by the due date will not be entitled to the privileges of membership until payment of their subscription (and any fine imposed) on or before 31st May.
3.3.3 The Committee may in their discretion accept a proportionally reduced subscription for a part year in respect of a member joining the Club after 30th April. Payment can be made by one annual payment of by direct debit each month.

3.3.4 The Committee may in their discretion determine an entrance fee to be paid by new members if economic or other circumstances make such fee desirable. New members, including those joining the Club part way during the Playing Year, shall pay the relevant subscription (or part subscription) and entrance fee (if any) within 14 days of notification of acceptance of membership.
3.3.5 Each subscription shall include a player’s contribution the rate of which is decided annually by The Lawn Tennis Association, and which the Club shall pay to the Lincolnshire Lawn Tennis Association.

3.3.6 In the event of the Club becoming subject to registration for Value Added Tax subscriptions shall be quoted inclusive thereof.

4.    MANAGEMENT

4.1 Committee

4.1.1 The management of the Club shall be in the entire control of the Committee which shall consist of the Officers of the Club as defined in Rule 4.2 hereof and five other members who shall be elected at the Annual Meeting.

4.1.2 The Committee shall meet at least four times in each Playing Year. The quorum at a Committee meeting shall be three and in the event of equality the President or chairman of the meeting shall have a second or casting vote.

4.1.3 The Committee may delegate any part of its duties (except the election of members) to one or more sub-committees which shall be composed of members of the Club.
4.1.4 The Committee may make and periodically revise Regulations dealing with practical matters which shall be prominently displayed on the Club notice board.
4.1.5 Any real property which may be purchased or otherwise obtained in fee simple or for a term of years for the purpose of the Club shall be vested in the Trustees of the Club to be dealt with as directed by any resolution passed at the General Meeting of the Club, of which direction any entry in the Minute Book of the General Meeting purporting to be an entry of a resolution of the General Meeting and signed by the President of the Club is to be conclusive evidence.

4.2 Officers 

The Officers of the Club who shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting each year shall comprise –

The President of the Club

The Honorary Secretary

The Honorary Treasurer

The Honorary Ground Secretary

provided that the office of President shall not be held by any one person for more than three consecutive years.

4.3 Trustees
4.3.1 The Trustees for the time being of the Club shall be appointed by resolution passed at the Annual General Meeting of the Club as set out in Rule 4.1.5 and shall not at any time number more than five and shall not be allowed to decrease below two in number for any longer period than may be necessary to appoint of the new Trustees.

4.3.2 No person may be appointed as a Trustee of the Club, even by such resolution as aforesaid, unless he is either a playing member of non-playing member of the Club. 
4.3.3 In the event of any Trustee ceasing to be either a playing member or non-playing member of the Club he shall be deemed to be unfit to act as such Trustee under Section 36 of the Trustee Act 1925.

4.3.4 Subject to the foregoing there is no time limit upon the period during which a person may be appointed Trustee.

5. MEETINGS

5.1 An Annual General Meeting shall be held in the month of November in each year.

5.2 A General Meeting of the Club may be convened by the Honorary Secretary if requested by the Committee to do so, or upon receipt of a request to that effect stating the proposed purpose of the meeting, signed by not less than ten members.

5.3 The business of the Annual General Meeting shall be –

The Confirmation of Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting

The confirmation of Minutes of any other General Meetings

The consideration of the Reports of the Committee (per the Secretary)

The presentation of the accounts for the previous Playing Year by the Treasurer
The election of Officers and Committee for the ensuing year

The re-appointment of existing Trustees and appointment of new Trustees

Any other business of which notice has been given in accordance with these Rules

Any other business accepted at the discretion of the chairman (excluding business for which notice is required pursuant to Rule 5.6 below).

5.4 Every member shall be entitled to attend and speak at any General Meeting. Members aged over 18 shall be entitled to vote. In the event of equality of votes the President shall have a second or casting vote. The Quorum at a General Meeting shall be eight members. Members shall be entitled to vote by written proxy in respect of any specific business or resolution itemised on the AGM Agenda if so requesting to the Secretary at least seven days prior to the date upon which the AGM is to be held.
5.5 At least fourteen days notice shall be given to all members in respect of a General Meeting of the Club. Members who wish to propose business for consideration at the Annual General Meeting must give notice of the same to the Honorary Secretary in writing prior to 1st October in default of which the same shall not be considered at the next subsequent Annual General Meeting unless saved by the President’s discretion as aforesaid but subject to Rule 5.6 below.
5.6 The following business may not be considered at a General Meeting unless at least thirty days written notice of the same has been given to each member prior to the General Meeting –
Any alteration of amendment to this Constitution
Any disposal acquisition of transfer of Club assets 

The borrowing of substantial funds of any expenditure not within the immediate financial resources of the Club

Any proposal to wind up the Club

6. ACCOUNTS

The financial year of the Club shall run from 1st April to 31st March and accounts incorporating a true and fair statement of the Club’s financial position shall be prepared and presented to the Annual General Meeting next held after the end of the financial year.

7. MISCELLANEOUS

7.1 Visitors

Visitors may be introduced by a member provided that, before play, their names and residences are entered in the book kept for that purpose in the pavilion and the member pays the prescribed fee. Visitors my not play more than six times in a Playing Year except with special permission of the Committee.

7.2 Visiting Match Teams

Every member of a visiting match team shall be an honorary member of the Club for match day and in the case of a competitor under 18, his or her parent of guardian shall be an honorary member for the period of the tournament.

7.3 Risk

7.3.1 Any vehicles, clothing, equipment or other property of members brought to and/or left at the Club premises shall be at each member’s own risk and the Club shall not be responsible for any loss or damage thereto or injury resulting therefrom.
7.3.2 Any sporting or other activities undertaken at the Club premises are at each member’s own risk and the Club shall not be responsible for any injury loss or damage arising therefrom.

7.3.3 In so far as may be permitted by law each member agrees that the Club shall not bear any liability in respect of personal injury, damage or loss sustained by any member of the invitees of any member howsoever caused which may occur in or near the Club premises or as a result of the activities of any member of their invitees thereon.

8. DISSOLUTION

The Club may only be dissolved on a passing of a resolution to that effect at a General Meeting after the prescribed notice having been given, supported by at least two thirds of the adult members of the club present and voting. Such a meeting shall appoint a committee to wind up the affairs of the Club and shall give general directions as to the disposal of any assets within the scope of rule 2.1, namely that any assets remaining after the satisfaction of any proper debts and liabilities shall be given or transferred to such other registered CASC, registered charity or to the Lawn Tennis Association for use by them in related community sports as the winding up committee may determine.

Adopted at AGM held on 19th November 2015
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